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(57) Abstract: A process for producing an aromatic carboxylic acid which comprises 
oxidizing an aromatic compound (B) having one or more hydrocarbon groups bonded to 
the aromatic ring as the only substituent(s) with oxygen in the presence of a nitrogenous 
cyclic compound catalyst (A) having as a component of the ring a skeleton represented by 
the following formula (i): [wherein X represents oxygen or -OR (R represents hydrogen 
or a hydro xy-protecting group)] to produce the corresponding aromatic carboxylic acid. 
The reaction is conducted while continuously supplying the nitrogenous cyclic compound 
catalyst (A), the aromatic compound (B), a reaction solvent, and oxygen to a reactor and 
continuously discharging the liquid reaction mixture from the reactor, under conditions in 
which the concentration of the aromatic compound (B) in the reaction system is 3.0 wt.% or lower. According to the process, special 
reaction equipment is unnecessary and an aromatic carboxylic acid can be industrially produced with high productivity without via 
many steps. 
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